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Upcoming Event - Free Admission
Pot Luck Luncheon - Plant Sale - Speaker
TOPIC:

Oak Bay’s Urban Forest

WHEN:

Saturday April 8 - Time 12:00 - 2:00 PM

WHERE:

Emmanuel Church

WHO:

Chris Hyde-Lay, Director of the Oak Bay
Parks Department

Our next NOBCA Pot Luck Luncheon, Plant Sale, and Talk will be held on April 8th, when again there
will be time to socialize with each other. We hope to see many families with children as the playground
is next to the meeting room. Food donations (such as finger food, baked goods, etc) for the lunch
would be much appreciated. Emmanuel Church will again be providing soup.
Your RSVP to: northobca@gmail.com would be appreciated.
Having a plant sale as part of the April 8th pot luck as a fund raiser for NOBCA was suggested as
many gardeners split off plants in the Spring and regret throwing away something others may be
pleased to have - in other words a win-win situation. If you have some plants you can spare do bring
them to the Pot Luck on April 8th. We would sell them for $1, $2, or $5 following your suggestion as
to pricing. Deer resistant and drought loving plants would be especially welcome.
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NOBCA is seeking community input as to
whether there is sufficient interest in/support for
a “CANADA 150 Pot luck Luncheon” to be held
on Canada Day, July 1st, Canada’s 150th
Birthday. The idea is to bring neighbours
together for an enjoyable social time. Children’s
games would be organized; a large gas BBQ
would be available for self-supplied hot dog,
hamburger or grilled meat preparation. It would
essentially be a neighbourhood-wide Block
Party. We would approach the Victoria Public
School Board to seek approval to hold the party
on the school grounds.
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If you are interested in attending the above
event, please let us know at:
northobca@gmail.com, including how many
are planning to attend, and whether you are
interested in helping to organize this event. We
need at least five volunteers to form a CANADA
150 Party Planning Committee, plus five
additional volunteers to help on the day of the
event. We have an excellent Block Party
Planning Guide from the City of Edmonton to
guide the planning process. Please step up, add
your energy and ideas to help make our
community an inclusive, fun place to live.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Pieter de Groot - el presidente
It was approximately a year ago that the
NOBCA executive committee held their first
meeting to discuss the desirability of a new
community association for the North Oak Bay
area. It would have a wider focus than the single
issue (preserving the single residency character
of North Henderson) North Henderson
Residents Association (NHRA). In practice, the
NHRA also dealt with traffic and other issues.
The acting-president of NHRA encouraged the
creation of NOBCA and offered us some
financial support.
The initial planning group met frequently and
talked to many of their neighbours, learning
that there was much support for a “ community”
association. Such an association would aim to
strengthen the capacity of the neighbourhood to
address not only emerging issues of concern to
residents, but just as importantly, to foster a
sense of community in which residents relate to
each other not merely as neighbours, but more
as family. It has been gratifying to the
Executive that our confidential e-mail list now
has contact information of over one hundred
members/supporters.
We plan to continue to deliver our NOBCA
Newsletter to all houses at least four times per
year. This is only possible through the kindness
of our ten to twelve volunteers, and this is very
much appreciated. Ideally we should have a
roster of 24 volunteers willing to deliver our
Newsletter to approximately 50 to 60 houses,
which takes approximately one hour to
complete. Would you like to volunteer for this?
Please contact me at: northobca@gmail.com
Having your e-mail address enables NOBCA to
communicate quickly with you on all
community matters.
There is already much evidence of North Oak
Bay neighbours caring for and about each other
as if they are family. People help one another in
many ways, from shoveling a neighbour’s
driveway, providing food, getting groceries,
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mowing a lawn, cleaning gutters to keeping an
eye on their homes when they’re away.
Neighbourliness is also seen: when going for a
walk and stopping to chat with a gardening
homeowner; volunteering for a charitable
foundation; getting together with neighbours to
start up a Block Watch Group; driving a
neighbour to a medical appointment or to a
NOBCA or other meeting.
A sense of community also develops when
residents come together to meet a common
need, such as establishing a day care centre, or
playground, or park, or to address a perceived
threat to one’s neighbourhood or street. For
example, last Fall, residents living on
Henderson Road learned that a traffic study
recommended an increased speed limit on the
arterial road portion of Henderson Rd, from the
current 40 to 50 kms per hour. A NOBCA letter,
informing Henderson Road residents of this
issue, was distributed by volunteers to all
directly affected houses and it resulted in many
residents writing to Oak Bay Council to express
their concern.
Thanks to the Emmanuel Church for
providing the venue for our first two events:
The November Pot Luck Luncheon and the
February speaker event with UVic’s Dr.
Michael Prince. Both events were very well
attended.
Thanks also to Jason Khehra, for our new
logo, as seen on the first page of this
newsletter, and for developing a NOBCA web
site. (Jason’s house is currently under
construction on Avondale Rd.)
Find NOBCA on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/northobca/
NOBCA Executive
Pieter de Groot
Tara Douglas
Pete Rose
Roger Kitson
Jason Khehra
Email

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Newsletter
Website
northobca@gmail.com
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Dr. Michael Prince from UVic spoke
before an appreciative gathering of North
Oak Bay residents on February 25. The
title of his presentation was Achieving a
Healthy, Vibrant and Caring Community:
How Individuals and Community
Associations Help Make This Happen. Dr.
Prince spoke about the Oak Bay founding
families, his own community of about 50
homes, dealing with city council and
other items. Long time North Oak Bay
residents contributed to the event by
describing our community 50 or more
years ago.

RENOVATION, DEMOLITION, NEW
CONSTRUCTION. Should we care?
by Tara Douglas
Our neighbourhood is on the cusp of great
change. We enjoy the luxury of living on large,
established lots, connected by beautiful treed
boulevards, anchored by two senior
educational establishments, in homes that
provide space, comfort and luxury. However,
many of these original houses are now over 60
years old and in some cases, no longer meet the
requirements of a younger demographic.
Already we are experiencing a major
transference of homeownership from many of
the original families who bought and built here,
to new homeowners. They bring with them
their energy, vision and resources to create an
environment more in keeping with their
expectations. However, before too many older
houses are replaced by new homes, we need to
better understand the process of demolition and
new construction. Once we lose our present

character, it will be too late to start lamenting
our loss.
If any of you are interested in architectural
heritage, geographical contextualization,
landscape gardening, or any other subject that
touches on examining our neighbourhood, and
better understanding its background
significance, I encourage you to let NOBCA
know so that we can establish a few working
groups to look at issues like 1) densification 2)
secondary suites 3) infill housing 4) rock
blasting 5) traffic 6) other issues
Each working group could establish their
own area of expertise and start examining the
current by-laws that Oak Bay is governed by
and how these might be modified or changed to
better suit our particular community
requirements. If we always wait to react to a
crisis situation it will probably be too late to be
effective. So please, if you have an interest in
the wave of renovations/new construction that
the neighbourhood is already embarked on, do
make yourselves known. You can contact me
via NOBCA or directly: 778-433-2598.

Rhododendron tour: look for the welcome
and garden tour sign at Dean's house at 2175
Kendal in the months of April and May. Visit his
magnificent backyard garden of rhodos.
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Do we want a more secure community?
by Donna Dowling
Block Watch Captain, Pelly Place

• Quarterly Block Watch newsletters
• Possible discounts on home insurance
premiums

Block Watch is a free program offered by the
Oak Bay Police Department to build safer
communities in the Municipality of Oak Bay.
Through training, education, and
communication, Block Watch aims to reduce the
opportunity for property offences in a
neighbourhood. By having a unified
commitment, participating communities can
promote safety for themselves, their families,
and their neighbours.
This program is successfully operating in
many North American communities, and is a
proven crime deterrent.

Five Steps to a Successful Block Watch:
1. Look out for and help one another
2. Upgrade your security
3. Mark valuable property with your BC
driver’s License number
4. Notify Police of criminal activity
5. Hold annual Block Watch meeting for the
street

How does Block Watch work?
In Block Watch, neighbours help neighbours.
Residents on a block form a
communication chain aided by a map
of names, numbers, and addresses.
They watch out for each other’s
homes and report suspicious activity
to the police and to each other.
What Block Watch Isn’t
• Performing special tasks or going to
a lot of meetings
• Patroling the neighbourhood or
chasing burglars
• Spying on your neighbours
What are the Benefits of Block Watch?
• Reducing crime and feeling safer in your
community
• A greater sense of community and sense of
pride in your neighbourhood
• Practical information on home security, risk
reduction, and reporting
• Direct information on property crime in
participating neighbourhoods
• Positive community-police relations

If you’re interested in starting a Block Watch
• Contact the Oak Bay Police at 250-592-2424
for an application package
• Return completed application to be
processed
• Once accepted, meet with Block Watch
coordinator to receive a canvassing package
•
Canvass your neighbours and
complete a map and participation list
(50% participation required)
• Have initial block meeting:
- Hosted by Block Captain or CoCaptain
- Distribute maps, certificates, and
Block Watch decals
- Presentation by Block Watch office
For more information please contact
the Block Watch Coordinator,
Rebecca Cook, 250-592-2424
email: obblockwatch@oakbaypolice.org
At the first NOBCA meeting in November, I
asked Constable Payne what he thought we
should do to help keep our community safe and
he immediately asked, “Do you have any Block
Watches?” He went on to tell me how helpful
they are in reducing crime. North Oak Bay
currently has three Block Watches and soon
there will be a fourth on Pelly Place.

