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OB municipality has kindly provided 
NOBCA with a beautiful Red Maple Leaf 
tree to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
our country and we intend to permanently 
plant it on July 1 at 10:30 am, in front of 
Uplands School on Henderson Road. What a 
wonderful addition to our local landscape 
and what a terrific memory for each of us to 
take away. From that date on, every time 
any of us go down Henderson Road, we can 
look up at the tree canopy and take pride in 
our country and all it has achieved since 
confederation. Let us hope the lovely red 
maple tree lives a long life and provides joy 
and pleasure to all who live in North Oak 
Bay.

C  A  N  A  D  A    1 5 0 

POSSIBLE UPCOMING FALL EVENT. $$$ for you!! 
Here’s a hint: A £10 diamond ring expected to fetch £350,000 
at auction isn't the first car boot sale surprise. - BBC News
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Pieter de Groot - el presidente 

Spring is turning quickly into Summer and after 
a very long winter it was great to get back into 
gardening to see the results of  Autumn bulb 
planting and to watch the many beautiful 
flowering trees in our North Oak Bay 
community, especially that beautiful Magnolia 
tree  on Plymouth Avenue. My awareness of the 
importance of trees in our Oak Bay community 
was raised several notches by Chris Hyde-
Lay, Manager of Oak Bay’s Parks 
Department, who was NOBCA’s 
guest speaker at our April 8th pot 
luck luncheon. Chris’ informative 
and interesting slide presentation 
about Oak Bay’s Urban Forest 
enlightened more than forty people 
about the importance of having an urban 
canopy, especially its role in absorbing excess 
water through tree root systems. Several 
community members expressed their 
appreciation to NOBCA executive members for 
providing these (what we hope will be) informal 
quarterly community meetings. Any suggestions 
for possible speakers will be much appreciated. 
  
At least six NOBCA members attended a recent 
Oak Bay Council meeting to speak to the issue 
of densification after it was learned that Council 
would be considering by-law changes that 
would permit legalization of secondary suites 
and duplexes. In my comments about possible 
densification, I stressed the importance of 
meaningful consultation with neighbourhoods 
before any by-law decisions are made by 
Council and indicated that NOBCA would be 
willing to survey North Oak Bay residents’ 
opinions about possible forms of densification. 
  
Council member Eric Zhelka shared important 
information about the Municipality of Delta’s 
experience with legalizing secondary suites.  
Delta received very few applications to have an 

existing secondary suite legalized -- largely 
because of the very high cost of renovations 
required to meet building code standards.  
While densification is inevitable in urban 
communities, the “how” and “where" it is 
achieved is critical to a neighbourhood’s 
character. That is partly why NOBCA  has 
created a “Building and Land Use” Committee, 
chaired by Jason Khera.  If you are interested in 
joining, or would like more information about 
this committee, please contact Jason 

(jason@envisionweb.ca).  
  

While every month we receive more 
e-mail addresses from North Oak 
Bay community members, to ensure  
we reach all residents, the NOBCA 
Newsletter will be delivered to all 
houses in our community.  This is 

only possible through the kindness of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, which prints the 
Newsletter, and our cadre of 12 volunteers who 
deliver our Newsletter door to door to between 
forty and sixty houses. To all them we express 
our sincere thanks.  
  
Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will read about 
our planned “trunk” type garage sale and our 
Canada 150 commemorative tree planting event 
on July 1st. All of our events are only possible 
because community members volunteer their 
time and energy.  It has been suggested that 
NOBCA organize a weekly “coffee hour social 
event”  possibly held at the North Henderson 
Recreation Centre, the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church or the Henderson Elementary School.  
This requires one or two volunteers to organize. 
Anyone interested? 

  
NOBCA Executive 
Pieter de Groot  President  
Tara Douglas  Vice President  
Pete Rose  Treasurer  
Roger Kitson  Newsletter  
Jason Khehra  Website 
Email  northobca@gmail.com 
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Did you Know…
The Oak Bay Police Department has a Vacant 
Home Patrol Program.  If you are planning a 
holiday, please contact the Oak Bay 
Police Department to let them know when you 
are intending on being away from your home.  
This service, which is intended for vacations 
up to 4 weeks, and will hopefully provide Oak 
Bay residents with some peace of mind during 
their time away.  
If you are interested in having your home 
registered with the Oak Bay Police Department 
while on vacation, please call (250) 592-2424.
Be sure to have the following information 
ready:
• When you are leaving (date and time, if 

known)
• When you expect to return (date and time, if 

known)
• Your name, address, and phone number
• Whether there will be any cars outside your 

residence while you are gone (include 
make, model and license number)

• Who has permission to enter the residence 
while you are gone (i.e., pet feeders, water 
plants, etc.)

• An emergency contact name and number.
• Any other information you feel is important

If you are looking for simple ways to reduce 
the chance of your holiday being ruined by 
crime, follow these crime prevention tips:
• Strive to make your home look as lived-in 

as possible while you’re away.

• Don’t broadcast your plans, but do let 
your neighbors know that you’ll be 
gone.

• Give a spare key to your neighbors and 
give them an emergency telephone 
number to reach you.

• Arrange to have your mail and 
newspapers picked up daily (preferred) 
or have delivery stopped while you’re 
away.

• Use automatic timers to turn on a radio, 
lights, etc., at different intervals.

• Turn down the ringer on your 
telephone. An unanswered telephone is 
a dead giveaway.

• Leave your blinds as you normally 
would if you were home.

• Be sure to lock the garage as well as 
any storage sheds, gates, etc. It’s also a 
good idea to disconnect your garage 
door opener if you have one.

• Ask your neighbor to occasionally park 
in your driveway and put out your 
garbage cans if you have curbside 
pickup. A neighbor can throw in a bag 
of trash.

• Be sure someone knows your itinerary 
and estimated time of return.

• Secure or hide all ladders that are in 
your yard.

For further information contact the Oak 
Bay Police at 250-592-2424

Chris Hyde-Lay Manager of the Oak 
Bay Parks Department spoke about “Oak 
Bay’s Urban Forest” before an 
appreciative audience of North Oak Bay 
residents on April 8th. Mr. Hyde-Lay 
stressed the importance of trees in our 
urban environment including their role in 
removing water from the soil and thus 
reducing the strain on the municipality’s 
drainage system and furthermore, shade 
on our roads from larger trees increases 
the life span of the asphalt. 
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Our Vanishing Garry Oaks  
By: Dave Lock 

Here, in the North Oak Bay area, are remnants of a 
Garry Oak ecosystem which once flourished 
throughout the Capital region.  An analysis by Ted 
Lea (2006) revealed that in 1800 there were 10,443 
hectares of this ecosystem.  By 1997 it was reduced 
to only 512 ha.  In Oak Bay, during the same period, 
850 ha was reduced to 25 ha.   
What is a Garry Oak Ecosystem? 
A Garry oak ecosystem is one with naturally 
occurring Garry oak trees (Quercus garryana) and 
some semblance of the ecological processes and 
communities that prevailed before European 
settlement. (Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team) 
Of this ecosystem, only mature Oak trees and some 
pockets of native Camas remain in North Oak Bay.  
It’s no longer a Garry Oak ecosystem.  Every year 
we see many of these Oaks succumbing to disease 
and development.  During the community 
consultation phase of the Oak Bay Urban Forest 
Strategy residents expressed their concern for and 
appreciation of this rare ecosystem. They identified 
three main themes for consideration:  
1) Strengthening the rules for tree protection and 

replacement in development.   
2) The protection of sensitive ecosystems and the 

restoration of habitats.  
3) Education and awareness. 
How can we contribute to the conservation, 
restoration, and enhancement of the natural 
character of this unique ecosystem? 

• Uplands Park has many rare and endangered 
species.  Participate in one of the Friends of 
Uplands Park’s restoration activities. 

• Increase your awareness by accessing the 
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery team’s 
website at http://www.goert.ca/index.php 

• Replant Garry Oaks trees in your garden 
when mature trees have been removed. 

• Consider growing a native garden.  Get the 
free Garry Oak Gardeners’ Handbook at 
http://www.goert.ca/gardeners_restoration/
garryoak_gardener.php   

• Read Maleea Acker’s Gardens Aflame.  

• Help to protect adjacent natural parks (Mt. 
Tolmie Park) by removing invasive English 
ivy, daphne (spurge laurel), Himalayan 
blackberry, carpet burweed and Scotch 
broom from your garden.  For a list of 
invasive species see the GOERT website.  

•  Be on the lookout for new invasive plants 
such as knotweed, Lesser celandine, and 
Garlic mustard. 

Restoration in Mt. Tolmie Park: A shallow soil 
Garry Oak ecosystem  
Saanich’s Mt. Tolmie Park borders a large portion of 
our North Oak Bay area and many of you have 
enjoyed this park and its wonderful Camas 
meadows.  Restoration work has been conducted by 
the Mt. Tolmie Conservancy association since 1995. 
As a park steward and president of the association, I 
have hosted 25 volunteer activities this year where 
over 600 volunteer hours have been contributed by 
the students of Mt. Doug High School, St. Michaels 
University School and Maria Montessori School.  
Over the years many volunteers from North Oak 
Bay have also contributed by participating in our 
“Broom Bashes” and ivy pulls.  The east side of the 
Mt. Tolmie GORP site was first cleared of mature 
broom in January 1997 and this site has seen the 
removal of thousands of seedlings every year since.  
One park visitor once remarked to me that it was a 
war of attrition.  Will the broom bashers outlast the 
broom?   
Even though we have cleared ten hectares of mature 
broom, eight hectares remain on the west facing 
steep slope.  English ivy is a very significant 
problem as is Daphne and Himalayan blackberry.  
Our restoration of Mt. Tolmie Park will take 
generations. 
But now that spring is here I look forward to seeing 
the effect of our restoration work.  Every year there 
is more diversity in the meadow.  Camas, spring 
gold, fawn lilies, chocolate lilies and shooting star 
have made a significant recovery. 
Our restoration work will resume in the fall.  The 
date for the first NOBCA work party will be posted 
in the next newsletter.  If you would like further 
information or a park tour I can be contacted at 
dlock@shaw.ca. 
 


